
Reunions@Andover  
Faculty and Alumni Classes: Descriptions and Locations 

Friday, June 9, and Saturday, June 10 
 
 

FRIDAY CLASSES, 3 - 4 p.m. 

1) Art History 
David Fox, Instructor, English 
Kemper Auditorium 
To prepare students to see the Addison’s current show, “Revolution of the Eye: Modern 
Art and the Birth of American Television,” I offered a lecture to the History 300 students 
on the origins and crises of Modernism. During today’s class period, I will present this 
lecture and then lead a conversation about modernism and its eventual crises that led to 
Pop Art and other movements. No familiarity with the study of art history and visual 
culture is assumed. 
 
 

2) Old Maps/New Worlds: The Knafel Map Collections and the Invention of The 
Americas 
Dr. Nile Blunt, Instructor, History and Social Studies 
Underwood Room 
Participants will have the opportunity to engage with authentic antique maps (dating from 
the fifteenth through eighteenth centuries) in order to ask and answer questions 
surrounding how European explorers, colonists, and cartographers created a particular 
vision of the Americas during the Age of Discovery 

 

3) The Evolution of Phillips Academy and Abbot Academy Music Communities 
John Moreland ’18 and Dr. Paige Roberts, Director of Archives and Special Collections 
McKeen Gallery, second floor of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
Join John Moreland '18 and Dr. Paige Roberts, the Academy’s archivist, to learn about 
John's current CAMD Scholar project focused on the music communities of both Phillips 
Academy and Abbot Academy before and after the mergers of the two academies. In 
addition, John is interested in speaking with alumni/ae that were involved in the music 
programs while they were students at either of the two academies. Please stop by and 
share your story!  

 
 
 

 



FRIDAY CLASSES, 4 - 5 p.m. 

1) Race and Identity in Indian Country: The Great Plains  
Lindsay Randall, Curator of Education, Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archeology 
Marla Taylor, Collections Manager, Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archeology 
Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archeology 
Journey onto the plains after the Civil War as Custer and the 7th cavalry lose the Battle of 
the Little Bighorn to a combined force of Cheyenne, Lakota, and Arapaho.  This was the 
final victory for the Indians and inspired renewed efforts by the U.S. government to bring 
the plains tribes to heel.  The collections at the Peabody help students to understand the 
relationship between the tribes and the government.  See a tomahawk from the Bighorn 
battlefield, a peace medal given by President Ulysses S. Grant to Chief Red Cloud, and a 
spoon signed by the great Lakota leader Sitting Bull.  This story forms part of a senior 
elective offered to students at the Peabody Museum that examines the interconnections 
between federal policy and the new archaeological museums by the end of the nineteenth 
century.  The Robert S. Peabody Museum became an integral part of this troubled 
history. 
 
 

2) Equity and Inclusion for PA in the 21st Century: Embracing Intersectionality and 
Embedding Race, Gender, Class and Sexuality into the Andover Learning 
Experience 
LaShawn Springer, Director of CAMD and Dr. Flavia Vidal, Director of the Brace 
Center, CAMD   
One of the three pillars of our Strategic Plan is Equity and Inclusion. In their current 
roles, LaShawn and Flavia oversee a myriad of initiatives taking place on campus to 
promote these goals as they relate to all areas of our students’ experience: academic 
athletics, residential, and co-curricular. This class will model some exercises that have 
proven successful in raising students’ awareness of these issues and in developing their 
passion for and commitment to social justice both inside and outside the classroom. 

 

3) S.Y.N.A.P.S.E. - Leaning-In to Learning 
Christine Marshall-Walker, Instructor, Biology 
Gelb 109 
Perhaps you’re reviewing the membership & role of the electoral college and are 
struggling to explain how it works it to your child…or maybe you’re reading a 
complicated article related to your health and have gotten lost in the jargon…or perhaps 
you’re reviewing the aerodynamics of flight and are overwhelmed by the number of 
competing forces at work. 
It’s during moments such as these that our momentum as learners can falter. It’s easy to 
become frustrated as we endeavor to find inroads to problems that may - at first glance - 
seem just too “big.” Instructor in Biology, Christine Marshall-Walker will introduce you 
to “S.Y.N.A.P.S.E.,” a simple set of strategies she uses in the classroom to help students 
lean-in to deep learning. Based on the biology of memory formation, S.Y.N.A.P.S.E. can 



be adopted by students of any age, teachers and parents, as a fun and meaningful path to 
learning that lasts. 

FRIDAY CLASSES, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 

 
1) Gift Planning Seminar 

Connie Pawelczak, Associate Director of Gift Planning and Al Blum ’62, GP ’15 
Second floor, Oliver Wendell Holmes Library  
Please join Al and Connie to learn ab out Andover’s gift planning program, including 
information on bequests and life income gifts.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1) Write For Your Life!  

Louis Bernieri, Instructor, English 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library, 2nd Floor 
Intergenerational writing workshop for age 11 through adult. Get a taste of the 
Andover Bread Loaf (ABL) teaching methods and discover how fun and rewarding 
writing can be. Participants will create works of poetry and prose based on their own 
lives. Tapping into our natural instinct for self-expression, ABL methods liberate the 
natural writer within all of us and help transform teaching and learning inside and 
outside of the classroom. Seating is limited.  

 
 
 
2) Zumba!  

Kathryn Pina, Zumba instructor 
Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center, community room (garden level) 
Start your day with an exercise class focused on dancing, music and fun!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY CLASSES 8:15 – 10:15 a.m. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1) Andover’s Civil War: the Classes of 1812, ’47, ’52, ’57, ’62 & 1867  
David Chase, Faculty Emeritus 
Unobskey Room, Samuel Phillips Hall 
Ramifications of the Civil War remain with us, 150 years later. The conflict is 
endlessly studied, yet the part played by Andover alumni remains largely unknown 
and uncelebrated. Recent research has identified some 800 alumni who fought in the 
war, and more than 100 who died. Engage this Reunion Weekend with Civil War 
“reunion classes” and their stories. 
 
 

2) “Light My Fire” – Experiments You Really Liked 
David Stern, Instructor, Chemistry 
Gelb 313 
You all enjoyed making “stuff” in the chemistry lab. It empowered you. It was exciting 
and brought chemistry to life. You liked the color changes, the “pop” of an explosive 
reaction, the flame of hydrogen gas burning, and the “stink” of a decomposition 
reaction. Today, I will bring back “those good ole days” and dazzle you with those very 
same reactions in an attempt to re-imprint fundamental chemistry.  

 
 

3) Spanish 200 
Edwin Escobar, Instructor, Spanish 
Samuel Phillips Hall, Room 214 
During our time together, you will experience what it is like to be in a Spanish class 
at Phillips Academy. In our hour, we will participate in community-building activities 
that are regularly used to develop student confidence during their Spanish learning 
acquisition. All levels of knowledge are welcomed! 
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to 
him in his language that goes to his heart.”  

 
 

4) Planning for the Great American Eclipse: August 21, 2017  
Caroline Odden, Instructor in Physics and Supervisor of the Phillips Academy 
Observatory 
Gelb 206 
On August 21, 2017, millions of people across the United States will have the rare 
pleasure of observing a total eclipse.  The seventy mile wide path of totality will 
stretch from near Portland, Oregon to Columbia, South Carolina, but some viewing 

SATURDAY CLASSES 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  
 



locations are better than others!  Join us to learn more about this amazing event — 
what it is, where to go, and how to view it. This class will also include a tour of the 
observatory. If weather permits, we’ll have a chance to look at the sun through our 
solar telescope.   
 

5) Interrogating Ourselves: Youth from Every Quarter 
David Fox, Instructor, English 
Kemper Auditorium 
Earlier this year, I offered a course for 25 seniors, “Youth from Every Quarter,” in 
which we interrogated three words from the Constitution of Phillips Academy, a 
school that “shall be ever equally open to Youth, of requisite qualifications, from 
every quarter” In this session, I will share the experiences of my fellow teachers and 
our students: how we came to understand issues of effort, merit, and privilege, of 
inclusion and exclusion, at Phillips Academy.  
 

6) Tour of Frank Stella Prints: from the Collection of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His 
Family Foundation 
Judith Dolkart, Mary Stripp and R. Crosby Kemper Director of the Addison Gallery 
of American Art 
Museum Learning Center 
Join Judith for a tour of the Frank Stella ’54 prints currently on display at the 
Addison.  

 
7) Foundations: The End Depends Upon the Beginning 

Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Director; Codirector of Wellness Education and Susan Esty, 
Wellness Education Designer 
Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center, community room (garden level) 
In the fall of 2016, the Academy launched the first of four courses in our Empathy, 
Balance & Inclusion program, a four-year health & wellness curriculum required of 
all students. In this reunion session we will provide a broad overview of our process 
and vision for the program, as well as a demonstration class from our ninth-grade 
course.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8) Andover Compass 
Jacques Hugon, Senior Technology Partner for Tang Institute 
Pearson Hall, Tang Institute 
Come explore how technology developed by the Tang Institute currently helps 
department chairs place incoming students in Math, Music and World Languages 
courses before students set foot on campus. Following a demonstration of the 
“Academy Compass” online placements platform, a short presentation and ensuing 



conversation will examine ways this technology could support student learning in the 
future, whether in traditional, hybrid or online settings, within Andover as well as 
outside the Academy. 
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